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ERC Highlight:

New Vice-President for the European Research Council appointed
21 January 2014

As of January 2014, Professor Naria Sebastian Gallés is the new Vice-President of the
European Research Council (ERC). Elected by the ERC Scientific Council, Prof.
Sebastian Gallés will join the two existing Vice-Presidents, Professors Pavel Exner
and Carl-Henrik Heldin, in assisting the newly-appointed ERC President, Prof. Jean-
Pierre Bourguignon.

Nuria Sebastian Gallés has been a member of the ERC Scientific Council since April 2013
and is also Professor in Psychology at the Department of Technology of the Pompeu Fabra
University in Barcelona, Spain.

As of January 2014, there will be three ERC Vice-Presidents instead of two, who will support
the President and serve as Vice-Chairs of the Scientific Council; each one of them will also
be in charge of one of the ERC’s three domains. Prof. Pavel Exner will be responsible for
Physical and Engineering Sciences (PE), Prof. Carl-Henrik Heldin for Life Sciences (LS), and
Prof. Nuria Sebastian Gallés for the Social sciences and Humanities (SH) domain.

This arrangement with three Vice-Presidents instead of two was recommended by the ERC
Task Force in July 2011, to help clarify and strengthen the governance of the ERC. The Task
Force built on the recommendations of the independent Review of the ERC carried out in
July 2009.

The Vice-Presidents are also members of the ERC Board, together with the President and
the Director of the ERC Executive Agency, which oversees the implementation of the ERC
strategy and work programme prepared by the Scientific Council.

Professors Pavel Exner and Carl-Henrik Heldin were elected in April 2011 and their mandate
will conclude at the end of this year.
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Biography of Prof. Nuria Sebastian Gallés

Current position: Professor in Psychology at the Department of Technology, Universitat Pompeu
Fabra, Barcelona

Nuria Sebastian Gallés received her PhD in Experimental Psychology at the University of Barcelona in
1986. After Post-doctoral training at the Max Plank Institute and the CNRS in Paris, she was appointed
Associate Professor at the Faculty of Psychology (University of Barcelona) in 1988, where she was
promoted to Full Professor in 2002. In 2009, she moved to the Universitat Pompeu Fabra. She has
been a Visiting Scholar at several research centres, including the IRCS at the University of
Pennsylvania, the ICN at the University College (London) and at the University of Chicago. She has
received international recognition as shown by a James S. McDonnell Foundation Award (“Bridging
Mind, Brain and Behavior” Program) in 2001 and by giving the prestigious Nijmegen Lectures in 2005.
In 2009, she was also awarded the ICREA Academia Prize established by the Catalan Government. In
2012 she received the Narcis Monturiol Medal in recognition of her scientific contributions. She was a
member of the advisory group of the 'Brain and Learning' initiative of the OECD from 2002 to 2006.
Until December 2012 she was president of the European Society of Cognitive Psychology. She is the
coordinator of a Consolider-Ingenio 2010 research consortium investigating Bilingualism and Cognitive
Neuroscience (BRAINGLOT), integrating six interdisciplinary research groups (including linguists,
psychologists, physicists etc). She is currently Associate Editor of Developmental Science, Editor of
the Language Learning Cognitive Neuroscience Series and member of numerous editorial boards
including Bilingualism, Language and Cognition and Language Learning and Development. At the
Center for Brain and Cogniton (UPF), she leads the SAP Research Group (Speech Acquisition and
Processing). Her current work focuses on the study of learning and language processing with a special
emphasis on bilingual populations. Research in her laboratory extends from infants to adults with
methodologies that are based on behavioural as well as physiological and brain imaging responses.
http://www.sap.upf.edu/

Background

Set up in 2007 by the EU, the European Research Council is the first pan-European funding
organisation for frontier research. It aims to stimulate scientific excellence in Europe by encouraging
competition for funding between the very best, creative researchers of any nationality and age.

From 2007 to 2013 under the seventh EU Research Framework Programme (FP7), the ERC's budget
was €7.5 billion. Under the new Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020),
Horizon 2020, the ERC has a substantially increased budget of over €13 billion. Since its launch, the
ERC has funded around 4 000 researchers and their frontier research projects.

The ERC consists of an independent Scientific Council and an Executive Agency. The Scientific
Council, the ERC's governing body, is composed of 22 eminent scientists and scholars, including the
ERC President, who define the scientific funding strategy and methodologies. They act on behalf of
the scientific community in Europe to promote creativity and innovative research. Since 1 January
2014, Prof. Jean-Pierre Bourguignon is the ERC President and the Chair of the Scientific Council. The
ERC Executive Agency implements the ERC component of the EU Programme Horizon 2020 and is
led by Director Pablo Amor.
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For more information

Prof. Pavel Exner’s biography

Prof. Carl-Henrik Heldin‘s biography

Read this ERC Highlight in Spanish here

ERC website

ERC Press Contacts

Maud Scelo

Tel: + 32 (0)2 298 15 21
Olga Sarrado Mur

Tel: + 32 (0)2 291 33 57

Email: erc-press@ec.europa.eu
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