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Words matter

• The power of the dictionary

• Words travel, concepts mutate and 

perceptions change – everyday

• Social Sciences and Humanities: a 

fundamental resource. 

• Nothing in the work we produce is carved 

in stone. 

• Diversity, mutability, fluidity is at the 

core of what makes us, humans, us. 
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Surviving

The simple act of reaching old age 
as a LGBTI person is, in itself, a 
victory against all odds. This 
statement should make democratic 
societies shiver. 

The idea of surviving old age as a 
victory is both violent and 
empowering (and even hopeful), 
especially under the current wave of 
anti-gender and anti-LGBTI populism 
that sweeps across the globe, with 
more or less intensity.
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Outlasting

By collecting and analysing the 

life stories of LGBTQI people 

over the age of 60, we seek to 

recover and value the 

embodied legacy of those who 

lived at a time when diversity 

was criminalised and silenced.
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I survived… but what about living? 

Meanings and costs of surviving as an 

older LGBTQI person
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When you’re young, everything is forgiven, 

but when you’re old... Older people are 

seen in a certain way: "Look at those, so 

old, and they haven't been cured yet." 

(Manuel, gay, cisgender, 60-64 years old)

Claims that life 
has got better 
for LGBTQI+ 

people do not 
always match 

the lived 
experience of 
older people.



The simple act of 

reaching old age as a 

LGBTQI person is, in 

itself, a victory against 

all odds. 

This statement should 

make democratic 

societies shiver. 
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Words matter:

SURVIVING

In loving memory: 

Lara Crespo & Eduarda Alice Santos



Thank you!


