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The European Research Council  
          Scientific Council 

98th plenary meeting 
18-19 February 2025, Brussels, BE 

Minutes 
 

Scientific Council members present (in alphabetical order): Mercedes García-Arenal, Gerd 
Gigerenzer, Tom Henzinger, Liselotte Højgaard, Dirk Inzé, Eystein Jansen, Leszek Kaczmarek, Maarit 
Karppinen, Maria Leptin (President of the ERC), Sylvie Lorente, Luke O’Neill, Torsten Persson, 
Tomaž Prosen , Giovanni Sartor, Nicola Spaldin, Jesper Svejstrup and Milena Žic Fuchs 
 
Scientific Council members present via videoconference: Harriet Bulkeley and Björn Ottersten  
 
Scientific Council members absent: Chryssa Kouveliotou 
 
ERC Executive Agency staff on site:  Laurence Moreau, Jose Labastida, Mila Bas, Pascale Cid, 
Philippe Cupers, Josefina Enfedaque, Raluca Ionescu, Gwenn Joliff-Botrel, Angela Liberatore, Lino 
Paula, Miguel Pesquera, Madeleine Drielsma, Alejandro Martin Hobdey, Katja Meinke, Martin Penny, 
Andrea Polyak, Sejla Sedic, Sabine Simmross, Wieland Staessens, Ben Turner 
 
Assistants of the ERC Vice-Presidents: Pamela Rossel, Elisabeth Corcelle Termeau and Linling 
Chen 
 
ERC Executive Agency staff additional participants: Carlos Hernandez Ferreiro, Ulrike Kainz-
Fernandez de la Reguera, Dagmar Meyer, Anna Pelagotti, Dace Rambaka, Elena Toma, Line Volkers, 
Elena Volpi, Eleni Zika 
 
Chair of the meeting: Maria Leptin, President of the ERC 
 
Rapporteur: Severina Shopova, ERC Executive Agency 
 

Tuesday 18 February 2025 
 

1. Welcome, Plans and Goals of the 98th Plenary Meeting  
Maria Leptin welcomed everyone to the meeting, including the two new Scientific Council (ScC) 
members Maarit Karppinen and Tomaž Prosen, who introduced themselves. She then outlined the 
main points to be discussed during the plenary.  
 

2. Adoption of the Agenda of the 98th Plenary Meeting  
The Draft Agenda of the meeting was approved by the ScC with a small modification, reversing the 
order of items 11 and 12. 
 

3. Adoption of the Minutes of the 97th Plenary Meeting  
The ScC approved the Draft Minutes from the last plenary meeting. 
 

4. Action Points of the 97th Plenary Meeting  
Unit A1 informed the ScC on the action points from the previous ScC plenary meeting in December.  

https://erc.europa.eu/erc-member/maarit-karppinen
https://erc.europa.eu/erc-member/maarit-karppinen
https://erc.europa.eu/erc-member/tomaz-prosen
https://erc.europa.eu/erc-member/harriet-bulkeley
https://erc.europa.eu/erc-member/bjorn-ottersten
https://erc.europa.eu/erc-member/maarit-karppinen
https://erc.europa.eu/erc-member/tomaz-prosen
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5. Update on Recent Meetings and Activities  
Maria Leptin referred to her recent report about external activities between December 2024 and 
February 2025. She added that the World Economic Forum (WEF) had hosted an excellent panel 
session, 'Shaping Tomorrow: Boosting European Competitiveness Through Pioneering Science and 
Innovation', at the Belgium house. It featured two Nobel laureates, Michael Spencer and Ardem 
Patapoutian, as well as Alexander De Croo, Prime Minister of Belgium at the time, Piotr 
Sankowski, ERC grantee in the field of AI, and Solveigh Hieronimus, senior partner at McKinsey. The 
session attracted a substantial and engaged audience who appreciated the importance of the work done 
by the ERC. Maria Leptin also recently spoke to Commissioner Ekaterina Zaharieva and gave an 
interview to Le Soir. She is scheduled to address the ITRE Committee of the European Parliament on 
19 February and meet President Roberta Metsola. Future engagements include a possible meeting with 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and a trip to Ireland. 
 
Gerd Gigerenzer had attended the Annual Meeting of the ERC Laureates Club at Université Aix-
Marseille on 16 December, celebrating its 100th ERC laureate and discussed the possibility of a future 
ScC plenary meeting in Marseille. He also published a paper on alternative funding models. 
 
Eystein Jansen had participated in a signature ceremony of an Implementing Arrangement between the 
Brazilian National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq) and the European 
Commission to allow Brazilian researchers to work in ERC-funded research teams in Europe. The 
event took place on 11 December, on the day prior to the December plenary meeting.  
 
Jesper Svejstrup had been in discussions with the University of Copenhagen and the Danish Ministry 
of Higher Education and Science to secure the plenary meeting in Copenhagen in October. 
 
Leszek Kaczmarek had chaired a panel with three ERC grantees at the opening of the Polish EU 
presidency and advocated for doubling the ERC budget. 
 
Milena Žic Fuchs had delivered a speech on 5 February at an academic freedom event in the European 
Parliament, which called for an increased ERC budget. 
 
Liselotte Højgaard had attended a DG RTD meeting on the future Life science strategy being drafted 
by DG RTD. She had promoted frontier research and a stronger ERC as important for the new 
report.  Participants had welcomed for the ERC to propose a text contribution to the strategy report.  
 
Harriet Bulkeley had attended the Global Environment Facility meetings in Washington on climate 
change. She also presented the ERC report on transformative change, which included ERC-funded 
projects, at the European Parliament. The report stressed the value of basic research.  
 
Torsten Persson reported on the upcoming 8th Lindau Nobel Meeting in Economic Sciences in August, 
which will feature 20 Economics Laureates, and he will seek input from ScC members for the 
discussions at the event. 
 

6. 10th EU framework programme for research and innovation 
Maria Leptin addressed the political context and initiatives surrounding the 10th EU Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation (FP10), including recent discussions around different 
concepts that are being proposed, from a CERN for AI to an AI Research Council. Recommendations 
from the Commission expert group ‘Science Advisory Mechanism’ (SAM) and the Draghi report led 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen to include some of these ideas in the portfolios of 
Commissioners Henna Virkkunen and Ekaterina Zaharieva. At the AI Action Summit in Paris, the 
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Commission President had announced a €200 billion investment in AI, with €50 billion from the 
Commission and €150 billion from industry. The ERCEA has formed an internal AI group to monitor 
developments on the use of AI in the Commission and the ethical implications. The agency AI group 
had met with members of the ScC. Maria Leptin proposed to create an ad hoc group of the ScC for 
rapid consultation on AI issues. Giovanni Sartor, Tom Henzinger, Milena Žic Fuchs, Gerd Gigerenzer 
and Liselotte Højgaard volunteered to join the group.  
 
Maria Leptin and Unit A1 reminded the ScC of its Berlin discussions on FP10 and the policy 
instruments mentioned in the Draghi report to boost the competitiveness of the EU in research, namely 
prioritising bottom-up funding and doubling the ERC budget for existing schemes.  
 

7. Research security 
The ERCEA updated the ScC on recent developments and Commission guidance concerning research 
security.  
 
Tom Henzinger reported on a meeting with Maria Leptin and the former President of Finland, Sauli 
Niinistö, who authored the report "Safer Together: Strengthening Europe’s Civilian and Military 
Preparedness and Readiness". While the report proposes many important measures to enhance 
Europe’s resilience, research is mentioned only in the context of “dual use” and without offering a 
guiding definition of that term (unlike the Heitor report).  
 

8. Mitigation measures and eligibility windows 
The task force chair, Maria Leptin, presented mitigation measures to reduce the workload of evaluation 
panels and to streamline the evaluation processes to maintain the high quality. Those were discussed 
by the ScC.  
 

9. Proposal structure: the content of Part B1 and Part B2 
Based on recent feedback from evaluation panels Maria Leptin had discussed with the ERCEA 
working group the content of Parts B1 and B2 of the proposal. Maria Leptin explained that an improved 
description of the structure had been worked and the ScC discussed it.  The ScC also discussed 
proposed revised evaluation questions for the research project and the Principal Investigator. Any 
changes would be incorporated into the Work Programme 2026. 
 

10. ERC Work Programme 
The ERCEA outlined decisions made at the plenary meeting in December 2024 and those, which 
needed to be finalised, including the budget allocations among the various calls. The Work Programme 
2026 should be finalised by written approval of the ScC by the end of February and then submitted to 
the Commission for adoption.  

 
11. Operational issues 

Department B reported on the PoC 2024 results.  
 

12. ERCEA Steering Committee rules of procedure 
The ERCEA Director, Laurence Moreau, reminded the ScC of the decision of the European Court of 
Auditors, which required a revision of the Rules of Procedure of the ERCEA Steering Committee to 
be compatible with Council Regulation 58/2003 laying down the statute of the executive agencies. 
Technical discussions on revising the Rules of Procedure had been initiated by DG RTD in December 
2024 and work is ongoing.  
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13. Closed session 
The ScC held a closed session.  
 

Wednesday 19 February 2025 
 

14. Update from the ScC Standing Committees and Working Groups 
 

− Standing Committee on Panels (CoP) 
Maria Leptin reported from the last meeting of CoP held on 11 December, including discussions on 
remote participation of panel members in cases of force majeure.  
 

− Standing Committee CoIME  
Eystein Jansen reported that there had been no new developments since the last meeting of CoIME in 
December 2024. CoIME was working on a revised strategy for its operations, set to be discussed 
further in April. The ERCEA planned to publish soon anonymised information on past misconduct 
cases on the ERC website.  
 

− Standing Committee PRIME  
Jesper Svejstrup reported on the revision of the ERC monitoring and evaluation strategy, with initial 
consultations with some of the PRIME members planned for the end of February, followed by a full 
discussion and approval by PRIME before submission to the plenary. Torsten Persson reported on a 
meeting of the task force held on 17 February to explore different strategy directions, including 
engaging external experts and analysing data. A June workshop with external experts was planned to 
compare data use among major funders like NSF and NIH, with the aim of fostering collaboration 
between research policy makers and the scientific community. Developments would be reported to 
PRIME.   
 

− WG on Widening European Participation (WEP) 
Leszek Kaczmarek reported from the WEP meeting on 17 February, including presentations on 
national plans supporting ERC participation in widening countries and the ERCEA communication 
actions.  
 

− WG on Innovation 
Sylvie Lorente reported from the last meeting of the Innovation WG, held a week earlier. The meeting 
included a presentation from the ERCEA on PoC and a report on mapping PoC projects, to be 
published when finalised. 
 

− WG on Gender and Diversity (GDWG) 
Geneviève Almouzni reported from the GDWG meeting on 17 February several points of discussion, 
including updates on ERC gender data, discussions on diversity data collection, an update of the 
GDWG webpage on the ERC website and representing ERC at external events.  
 

− WG on Open science 
Nicola Spaldin reported from the (closed) Open science WG meeting on 17 February, which had 
addressed the ‘Invest in Open Infrastructure’ Call to Action statement1 that had been launched in early 

 
1 https://investinopen.org/blog/statement-of-support-for-a-global-research-ecosystem/ 

https://investinopen.org/blog/statement-of-support-for-a-global-research-ecosystem/
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February. She also noted a successful webinar for ERC grantees on the open access publishing platform 
‘Open Research Europe’2 that took place on 18 February and was attended by over 500 participants.  
 

− Interdisciplinarity task force 
Milena Žic Fuchs reminded the ScC about the insufficient number of members in the interdisciplinarity 
task force and provided an update on the ongoing work of the group. She mentioned the historical 
context of the interdisciplinary panel in the early ERC days, which was discontinued due to its 
inefficiency. The task force had also discussed ongoing issues with cross-panel interdisciplinary 
proposals. Giovani Sartor and Nicola Spaldin volunteered to join the interdisciplinary task force, along 
with the existing members Chryssa Kouveliotou, Leszek Kaczmarek and Liselotte Højgaard.  
 

15. Grant Management activities 
The ERCEA presented the Grant Management Department activities, covering business processes, the 
execution of the 2024 budget, and forecasts for 2025 activities. The presentation included data on 
ongoing grants, as well as on the time to sign grant agreements, the time to pay and the time to sign 
amendments. The ScC was also informed on the 2024 training and outreach events, which included 
six Host Institution events and four Principal Investigator events, alongside a calendar for 2025 events.  

 
16. Follow-up on feedback to policy (F2P) activities in 2025 

The ERCEA presented a report on transformative change, guided by Eystein Jansen and Harriet 
Bulkeley, which analysed over 300 ERC-funded projects, focusing on their scientific scope and policy 
relevance. The report presented more than 100 projects through interviews with grantees and reviews 
of their results. Harriet Bulkeley had presented the report to the European Parliament’s ENVI 
Committee on Environment, Climate, and Food Safety on 6 February, and it was very well received. 
The ScC discussed F2P plans for 2025 and topics to be addressed.  
 

17. Update on communication activities 
The ERCEA presented highlights from key activities in 2024, including the Nobel Prize Dialogue and 
Public Engagement with Research Award, along with an update on press and media relations. Other 
updates shared included the press coverage of the CoG results and the ERC presence at the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos 2025, which included a session on EU competitiveness, the 
participation of six ERC grantees in sessions, and led to an op-ed by Nobel laureate Jean Tirole and 
Maria Leptin on frontier research. The ERCEA also noted the growing social media presence of the 
ERC on platforms like Instagram, WhatsApp, and announced the launch of an ERC Bluesky account 
in January following the discussion in the previous plenary meeting. The ERC Magazine Editorial 
Board have agreed that the next three issues of the Magazine would be on the Public Engagement with 
Research Award, competitiveness, and gender and diversity in research. All the current members of 
the Editorial Board would come to the end of their mandate on the ScC at the end of the year and so 
there was a need to renew the membership of the Board in 2025.  Liselotte Højgaard, Luke O’Neill 
and Dirk Inzé expressed their interest in joining the editorial board.  
 
In response to a request from ScC members, the QR code to subscribe to the ERC WhatsApp channel 
is provided in this footnote3. 
 

 
2 https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/ 
3 The most direct way to subscribe to the ERC WhatsApp Channel is by clicking on the following direct invitation link. 
Optionally, you can manually subscribe by searching for “European Research Council” in the “Updates” section on 
WhatsApp. Watch this video for simple steps on how to do so. 
 

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaDpZdr6hENkgBdbWQ1i
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7179817269168877568/
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18. Any other business 
 
-Minutes of the ScC meetings 
Maria Leptin invited feedback from the ScC on the plenary minutes, focusing on their length and detail. 
The ScC agreed to explore an AI tool to aid in drafting meeting summaries.  
 
-Plenary meetings on locations 
Regarding plenary meeting locations, Maria Leptin reviewed past locations and discussed potential 
sites for upcoming meetings.  

 
-3-annual evaluation exercise 
The ERCEA Director, Laurence Moreau, informed the ScC on an evaluation exercise carried out by a  
consortium involving Ernst & Young (EY), Technopolis and the Centre for European Policy Studies 
(CEPS), covering a three-year period from April 2021 to March 2024 and involving six executive 
agencies.  
 
 

 
 
 
 


