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GENERAL REMARKS 

     Since ERC creation in 2006, its grants are very attractive 

for Ukrainian scientists (individual grants, consortium is not 

necessary. no restrictions on the research topic, grantee 

can collect best scientists for the team, possibility to buy 

the best equipment for the experiment).  

Winning ERC grant could be very important not only as 

financial and technical support, but also as evaluation of 

ideas and achievements. ERC grant could verify high level 

of the research. 

During 7 Framework Programme, 106 applications were 

sent by Ukrainian scientists with European Host Institutions 

and 9  of them were included in the Main List (the major 

part of approved project concerns Starting Grants, usually 

in the field of natural sciences).  



However, in Horizon 2020 the participation of 

our scientists in ERC calls is rather low: 

Number of participation in applications (from13 host 

institutes) – 33  

Number of participation in projects on Short List  - 1 

Number of participation in projects on Main List  -  0 

Success rate – 0 

 

 



The main obstacles for participation of the Ukrainian 

researchers in the European Research Council grants: 

•Insufficient  funding to maintain the world top level resarch; 

• slow implementation of progressive changes in research and 

innovations state policy; 

• lack of information about ERC grants; 

• requirements of the world top level of research and to the 

quantity and quality of scientific publications;  

• uncertainties of the financial conditions for the coordinating 

institutions; 

• lack of confidence in success due to the low level of 

successful Ukrainian applications in the calls of the “Horizon 

2020” (sometime enhanced by the European partners). 

 

 



Recently generated problems preventing 

participation of the Ukrainian researchers in the 

European Research Council grants: 

Last 3 years since 2014 the Ukrainian scientists faced 

with strong challenges in its main activities due to the 

budget restrictions:  

-  no international conferences to organize;  

-  no new important equipment to buy; 

-  no new people to hire; 

-  no new research programmes to develop from the state  

budget funding.  

 



Prospects for the basic research in Ukraine 

(What we have and what we are doing) 

Basic research are widely presented both in the 

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and the 

Ukrainian universities. 

 

 

Today the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine includes 

160 research organizations (about 120 institutes between 

them). 

The Academy has about 30 000 employees, more then 

 20 000 researchers between them. 

 Sufficient human power: the research staff includes 2 000 

doctors of sciences (Dr.Habil.) and about 7 000 candidates 

of sciences (Ph.D.). 

Major part of scientific stuff deals with the basic research. 

 

 



Prospects for the basic research in Ukraine 

(What we have and what we are doing) 

100 best scientists have Hirsh index from 20 to about 40, 

thus they do have well-cited publications, mostly in high-

impact scientific journals.  

The number of  articles published in the highly-ranked 

journals is permanently increasing (in 2016 – 6000 articles 

and 80 monographs are published abroad). 

Since young researchers after their PhDs still work in the 

superviser`s labs, it is a problem for them to have 

publications without superviser, as it is needed for ERC 

Starting Grants. However, due to our efforts, Ukrainian 

young scientists obtained possibility to go abroad for training 

for up to 2 years, keeping their working place in Ukraine. 

 



Prospects for the basic research in Ukraine 

NASU has about 90 centers of collective use with 

modern equipment for research in various fields of 

science. 

New Law on science and research activities foresees 

creation of the National Research Fund which will 

provide grant funding on competitive basis. 

New methodology of evaluation of scientific activities of 

research institutes was worked out with regard to 

international criteria. Now it is under implementation in 

NASU. 

Thus, we have potential possibilities to be present 

among the winners of the ERC grants. 

 



Prospects for the basic research in Ukraine 

The  fields of basic research in which the Ukrainian 

teams could be competitive in the ERC calls: 

• theoretical physics (quantum cosmology, QCD, 

electronic properties of graphene-like structures,              

integrable models of theoretical physics etc.); 

• radioastronomy (the largest radio telescope with the 

world top parameters in Ukraine);  

• quantum and singular optics; 

• physical chemistry; 

• molecular biology and neurophysiology; 

• foundations of material sciences. 



Conclusions 

We are still work hardly to make our rules of 

competition and excellence criteria closer to the 

European ones. Positive vectors of changes 

raised due to our efforts need some time to 

affect the situation in Ukrainian science.  

In the meantime the participation of Ukraine 

in the ERC grants could be crucially 

increased if ERC finds it possible to launch 

some Special Calls for EaP countries. 
 

 



Conclusions 

Special Calls for EaP countries 

1. Special ERC Advanced Grant call with changed numerical 

criteria (for example, 15-year (instead of 10-year) record of 

scientific achievements for Advanced Grant applicants etc). 

2. Special ERC Starting Grant call without criteria for young 

scientists to have publications without superviser. 

3. Special ERC Advanced grant Call for multidisciplinary 

projects - for areas of biotechnology, nanotechnology, 

biosensors etc. 

These innovative steps could help the best researchers in the 

EaP countries become visible for ERC and bring success 

stories into history of our relations with ERC. 

. 

 

 



Thank you for attention!  


