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The easiest way is to Google “ERC funding” 

If you an active academic researcher you know where to 

look for the funding opportunities 

How do you learn about the ERC funding 



Googling from the UK produces this   





Googling from the UK produces this   





How did you prepare your application including a brief 

description of your project? What are its novel aspects? 

IMPORTANCE What is the burning scientific question you 

want to answer?  

NOVELTY Has anyone tried to answer it already?  

TIMELNESS Why now? Is it really urgent?  

TECHNOLOGICAL COUP Taking advantage of a  

revolutionary technique (Hubble telescope, super-

resolution imaging, etc.)? 



Case study: Signal formation in synaptic circuits with astroglia 

(NETSIGNAL) 

IMPORTANCE Non-excitable brain cells (astroglia) 

emerge everywhere, in health and disease, but their 

roles remain an enigma   

NOVELTY No one has tried to conceptualise the role of 

astroglia in neural signal coding 

TIMELNESS Rapidly multiplying astroglial studies are 

facing an interpretational dead-end  

TECHNOLOGICAL COUP Recent emergence of two-

photon excitation microscopy, optogenetics, and super-

resolution microscopy promise breakthroughs 
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Probing astroglial function in situ 

Basic experimental design 

~2 frames / second, 5 min total 

Alexa channel OGB-1 channel 



λx
2p = 800 nm 

SR101  

AAV5-GCaMP6f 

SR101 channel Astroglia-targeted  

AAV5 GfaABC1D-LckG CaMP6f  

x20 acceleration 

Somatosensory cortex, ~150 µm deep 

Basic experimental design 

James Reynolds 

Probing astroglial function in vivo 



Your experience with the evaluation process, your reaction 

when you received the results 

Good experience: the reviewers were clearly top-level 

scientists 

Positive reaction (Champaign) 



ERC funded 

Dr Lucie Bard (France) Patch-clamp electrophysiology and 2PE 

Ca2+ imaging and ligand uncaging in situ  

Dr Kaiyu Zheng (UK) Optics development, time-resolved 2PE 

imaging, high-end models, biophysics 

Dr Janosch Heller (Germany) Super-resolution (dSTORM) 

imaging, gene-targeting labels, biochemistry 

Dr James Reynolds (Ireland) Viral transfection methods, gene-

targeting labelling, 2PE imaging in vivo   

Team and their roles 

Formerly ERC funded 

Dr Annika Rings (Germany) 

Mr Alistair  Jennings (UK)             

Dr Yaroslav Ermolyuk (Russia)  

Ms Deborah Abraham (UK)  

Ms Maham Haq (Pakistan) 

 

Funded by other sources 

Piotr Michaluk (Poland)   

Dr Thomas Jensen (UK)    

Dr Leonid Savtchenko (UK-Ukraine)   

Dr Olga Kopach (Ukraine)    

  



TIPS (Grant preparation) 

Leave two or more months to prepare an application, 

talk to the ERC if unclear of anything 

  

 
Start early with your funding plan giving the admin plenty 

of time to check and approve it 

Make sure you have pilot data that show your main 

techniques and demonstrate the rationale 

Keep the proposal highly structured (Background, 

Importance, Timeliness,  Objectives, Techniques, Plan, etc.  

The more data and method illustrations the better 

Find top collaborators who can help with unique methods 



ERC funded 

Dr Lucie Bard (France) Patch-clamp and 2PE Ca2+ imaging 

and ligand uncaging in situ  

Dr Kaiyu Zheng (UK) Optics development, time-resolved 

2PE imaging, high-end models, biophysics 

Dr Janosch Heller (Germany) Super-resolution (dSTORM) 

imaging, genetic targeting, biochemistry 

Dr James Reynolds (Ireland) Viral transfection methods, 

genetic targeting, in vivo 2PE imaging   

 

Formerly ERC funded 

Dr Annika Rings (Germany) 

Mr Alistair  Jennings (UK)             

Dr Yaroslav Ermolyuk (Russia)  

Ms Deborah Abraham (UK)  

Ms Maham Haq (Pakistan) 

 

Funded by other sources 

Piotr Michaluk (Poland)   

Dr Thomas Jensen (UK)    

Dr Leonid Savtchenko (UK-Ukraine)   

Dr Olga Kopach (Ukraine)    
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