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"The network of National Contact Points
(NCPs) is the main structure to provide
guidance, practical information and
assistance on all aspects of participation
in Horizon 2020.

NCPs give personalised support on the
spot and in applicants' own languages.”
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National Contact Point



 National structures established and financed
by governments of the EU MS and AC to
H2020 framework programme

 Different systems in each country
 highly centralised/decentralised,
 different actors: ministries, universities, research

centres, special agencies, private consulting
companies.

 National NCP Coordinator + NCP for all
H2020 components (ERC, MSCA, Health, NMP, etc.)
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NCP network



Basic services agreed by all countries (see NCP 
Guiding Principles):
 Guidance on choosing relevant H2020 topics and types of 

action
 Advice on administrative procedures and contractual 

issues
 Training and assistance on proposal writing
 Distribution of documentation (forms, guidelines, manuals 

etc.)
 Assistance in partner search (not relevant for ERC)
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NCP Services



 Functional mailboxes
 ERC NCP Correspondent

Role:
 Inform ERC NCP
 Facilitate replies to queries: operational,

statistics, speakers for events, etc.
 !!! Replies by operational depts

 Twice yearly meetings in Brussels
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ERC services for NCP



 NCPs on Participant Portal:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/des
ktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html

 NCP Guiding principles:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/des
ktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html
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Links
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Thank you !


