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997 proposals submitted for ERC Advanced Grants 
 in the physical sciences and engineering 

 
 
 
The ERC can announce that 997 proposals were submitted to the first deadline for 
applications to the ERC Advanced Grant scheme.  The 28 February deadline was for 
applications in the domain of physical sciences and engineering.  The deadline for social 
sciences and the humanities is 18 March 2008 and for life sciences and medicine is 22 April 
2008. The number of applications received in these domains will be announced at those 
times. 
 
Proposals will be reviewed in the coming weeks by 25 high level evaluation panels. 
 
Prof Fotis Kafatos, ERC President said: 
 

"The ERC Advanced Grant scheme has got off to an excellent start.  After massive 
interest in the first Starting Grant call last year, the ERC Scientific Council took a 
number of steps to moderate the demand for Advanced Grants while ensuring that 
the competition remained attractive to the very best research leaders.  The roughly 
1000 proposals received in the physical sciences and engineering domain will be 
subject to a high level of competition, but the ultimate success rate is likely to be of 
the order of 10% or more, in comparison to the roughly 3% chance of success for the 
first Starting Grant applicants." 
 
 
 
 

For more information: 
http://erc.europa.eu 
http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/AdG_Factsheet_2007.pdf 
 
 
Contact: 
Madeleine Drielsma / Gianpietro van de Goor, ERC-DIS 
Phone: +32 (0)2 298 76 31 or  +32 (0)2 295 74 74 
Fax: +32 (0)2 299 3173 
rtd-erc-press@ec.europa.eu 
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