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Editorial

Dear reader,

It is a great pleasure to introduce to you this first ERC electronic Newsletter. In a 
nod to the ERC’s mission and motto – “Bringing great ideas to life” – we named 
it “ideas”.
Our quarterly newsletter is meant for all who are keen to follow the ERC; its 
activities and future development, and its grantees and their research. It will 
sum up the latest news and our presence at events worldwide. In addition, it will 
highlight topical themes and remarkable ERC funded research, and also feature 

ERC grant holders and other interesting personalities.
In this first edition, we announce the ERC’s new scheme, called the “Proof of concept”. We hope that it 
will contribute to raising awareness of the innovation potential in frontier research and thereby support 
innovation in Europe. The “Proof of concept” scheme will enable our grantees to step on the bridge leading 
from research towards marketable innovation. What’s more, in the context of our intensified efforts to reach 
top talent from further afield, you will read about the ERC’s recent visits to the USA and India. 
Last month, it was exactly four years ago that the European Research Council was launched. It has matured 
in its role as the first pan-European investigator-driven funding organisation for excellent frontier research. 
Today, the ERC involves and impacts a great number of people. At its headquarter in Brussels, 330 dedicated 
staff of the ERC Executive Agency efficiently run the machinery. The ERC’s scientific officers play a key role 
in the high quality evaluations which is enabled and guaranteed by almost 3000 experts (external reviewers 
and evaluation panel members alike), all high-standing scientists and scholars in their field. Their continued 
contribution ensures that in our grant competitions the selection is based solely on scientific excellence. 
To date, almost 1800 top researchers, working in host institutions across Europe, expand the frontiers of 
knowledge thanks to ERC funding.
On the 2nd of February, one third of the 22 ERC Scientific Council members were renewed. I want to thank 
those whose term ended, and welcome the new members on board. Many challenges still lie ahead. I would 
also like to take the opportunity to thank warmly our supporters and all those involved in making the  
ERC a success.
We hope you will enjoy reading this first edition.

Helga Nowotny
President of the ERC, the European Research Council
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What’s on?

At the occasion of the Hungarian Presidency of the 
European Union, the ERC organises jointly with the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences a conference on 
“Promoting Excellence in Research in Europe”. The 
event, which takes place in Budapest on the 20th of 
June, aims to raise awareness about the ERC’s funding 
opportunities and the ERC’s role within the broader 
European Research Area. 

The spotlight will be on top researchers who have been 
successful in obtaining highly competitive ERC grants 
to develop their projects.  The event, which is open 
to the press, will also look at the ERC’s role in terms 
of innovation and at “blue sky” research funding in 
Central Europe.

A selection of ERC grant holders, including 2010 
Nobel Prize winner Konstantin Novoselov, will give 
their testimonials. The conference will be opened by 
European Commissioner for Research, Science and 
Innovation Geoghegan-Quinn (by video-message), 
Hungarian Minister of Research Cséfalvay, President 
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences Pálinkás. High-
level representatives from the European Parliament 
and the Hungarian Parliament will also speak. From 
the ERC’s side, President Prof. Helga Nowotny will give 
a key-note speech. Scientific Council members Prof. 
Norbert Kroó and Prof. Jens Rostrup-Nielsen, and 
ERC Executive Agency Director Pablo Amor, will also 
participate.

Press Point 

>>  Where:  
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest

>>  When:  
Monday, 20th June 2011, 10:30 am

>>  Speakers:  
Prof. Helga Nowotny, Minister Zoltán Cséfalvay, 
and representatives of EU and Hungarian 
institutions

>>  Organised by the ERC and the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences

ERC lands in Budapest
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ERC and innovation

What happens to all those pioneering, creative ideas 
that the ERC funds? Will some of them end up as 
actual innovations on the market? This is exactly 
what the ERC seeks to bring about by launching a 
new funding initiative, the “Proof of Concept”, open 
to researchers awarded an ERC grant.

By supporting new research projects at the frontiers 
of knowledge, the ERC already feeds into the EU’s 
Innovation Union. This type of research often 
generates new discoveries, but also unexpected 
opportunities for commercial and societal 
applications. Therefore, the ERC is particularly keen 
to ensure that the potential of the funded projects are 
exploited. This will also strengthen the ERC’s role 
in the innovation chain, from “blue sky” research to 
commercialisation.

The new funding aims to fill a gap in the earliest stage 
of an innovation. This period, the so called “valley 
of death”, is marked by lack of investment or other 
stumbling blocks, which can prevent further pursuit 
of new ideas. The initiative looks to build upon ideas 
which draw from research already funded by the ERC 
and are expected to lead to social and technological 
innovations. When successfully applied, these will 
benefit the economy and society at large. 
ERC grant-holders will be able to establish proof 
of concept of an ERC-funded idea, that is making 
its innovation potential evident to the market, 
and securing prospective commercialisation 
opportunities. Funding of up to EUR 150 000 per 
grant for maximum one year is made available to cover 
activities in the preliminary phases of turning research 
outputs into a commercial proposal, e.g. technical 
validation, market research, clarifying intellectual 
property right position and strategy, or investigating 
commercial and business opportunities. The funding 
is targeted to support the researchers to prepare a 
“package” to be presented to venture capitalists or 
companies that may invest in this technology and 
take it through the early commercialisation phase.

The first ERC “Proof of Concept” call has just been 
published with an initial deadline for submission 
in June and a second one in November. The call is 
open to all Principal Investigators benefitting from a 
currently ongoing ERC grant or a grant that ended 
less than twelve months before the publication date 
of this call. The total funding of the first ERC Proof 
of Concept call is EUR 10 Mio and is foreseen to 
continue in 2012. 

To find out more:

>> Press Release, click here

>> Call for proposals, click here

New ERC “Proof of Concept” funding: Getting good ideas to market 

http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/ERC_PR_Proof_of_Concept.pdf
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=389#infopack
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Interview with..

Grant holder Dr Ramesh Pillai

In line with the ERC’s increased 
efforts to reach top researchers 
outside Europe, the ERC was 
present at the 98th edition of 
the Indian Science Congress 
in Chennai in January 2011. 
Indian ERC grant winner Dr 
Ramesh Pillai was part of the 

ERC delegation and contributed greatly to raising the 
awareness about the ERC. We took the opportunity 
to interview Dr. Pillai, who is one of the four Indian 
researchers awarded an ERC Grant. Dr. Pillai received 
a Starting Grant in 2010 and carries out his research 
in the field of molecular and structural biology and 
biochemistry at the prestigious EMBL Laboratory in 
Grenoble, France.

Which impact do you think the ERC Grant will have 
on your career and on your research project?
The ERC grantees gain visibility not only in their 
respective fields, but also across the scientific 
disciplines. It has become one of the benchmarks 
to measure quality and success of one’s research. I 
think the funds made available will allow my group to 
concentrate on research and take up risky approaches 
in pursuit of our goals. Definitely, it also brings on 
a greater sense of expectation from the grantees to 
produce something significant.

Could you briefly describe to our readers your 
research project and its main objectives?
Our genome is populated by mobile alien DNA 
elements called transposons (or jumping genes) 
which can move about in the cell causing mutations. 
In fact in fruit flies, they can even get packaged into 
virus-like particles and infect neighbouring cells. Our 
germ cells (sperm and egg) are particularly vulnerable 
as dramatic events during development results in 
releasing the transposons from their inactive state. 
Thus, keeping them immobile is of paramount 
importance to the cell in its quest for maintaining 
genome integrity and fertility. To selectively hunt 
down and destroy these trouble makers, the germ 
cells of all animals produce special molecules called 
small RNAs. Animals lacking these little warriors are 

infertile. My group is using the mouse as a model 
system to study how these small molecules are 
birthed and function while carrying out the delicate 
task of protecting the genome.

More broadly speaking, what has the setting up of 
the ERC and its grant schemes meant to European 
research?
Right from the beginning, the ERC grant schemes 
have energized the European research scene by 
enabling individual researchers at all levels to 
compete for significant funding to realize their 
big dreams. The Starting Grants will allow newly 
independent researchers a good shot at consolidating 
their research.     

Do you think the ERC grants can attract researchers 
from further afield, e.g. from your home country 
India?
ERC grants have already contributed to mobility 
within Europe and it will certainly attract early stage 
researchers from other parts of the globe wishing to 
setup research groups in Europe. 

In your view, in which way can basic research 
contribute to innovation? 
Basic research is the outcome human curiosity with 
things within and around us. It is the birthplace of 
most fundamental principles that we are aware 
of today. This search for pure knowledge without 
considerations of profit-making has been essential for 
rapid progress we have made in different fields. Since 
basic research allows unfettered cross-fertilization 
of knowledge from these different disciplines, it can 
provide a test bed for new innovative ideas. Perhaps 
the most important product of basic research is 
the creation of well-trained researchers capable of 
realizing innovations.

>>  To view CNN-IBN interview with Dr. Pillai, 
click here. By courtesy of Joseph Jaimon

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/indian-scientist-gets-rs-6-crore-grant/140752-3.html
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Going global

For the fourth time, the ERC participated in the 
annual conference of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science (AAAS), which this 
year took place in Washington D.C. from 17 till 21 
February. 

At this year’s AAAS, the ERC organised a symposium, 
a workshop, a press briefing, and was also present 
with an information stand under the EU Research 
booth umbrella. ERC representatives were available 
to answer questions from the attendees.

These outreach activities aimed at informing US-
based researchers - including Europeans - of the 
opportunities the ERC grants offer in Europe and 
increasing awareness of the ERC in the research 
community.

The ERC symposium “Crossing boundaries and 
opening borders: the ERC as a European innovation” 
matched the theme of this year’s AAAS, “Science 
without Borders”. The speakers were the ERC 
President Prof. Helga Nowotny, the President of 
Canada’s Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council Dr. Suzanne Fortier, and ERC Advanced 
grantee Prof. Juleen Zierath, an American top 
scientist carrying out her research in the field of type 
2 diabetes at the Karolinska Institutet, Sweden. Their 
different perspectives led to a fruitful discussion on 
the role of the ERC since its launch.

In addition, the ERC organised a workshop, “Funding 
Opportunities in Europe for Creative Minds from 
Anywhere in the World”, together with Marie-Curie 
Actions and Euraxess Links US, targeted at early-
career researchers.  ERC Starting Grantee Dr Jean-
Luc Lehners, gave an account of his experience. The 
ERC grant brought this Luxemburgish astrophysicist 
from Princeton University back to Europe (Max 
Plank Institute). 
As the media presence, both American and European, 
is substantial at AAAS, a press briefing with the ERC 
President and the two invited ERC grantees also took 
place.

The next annual meeting of the AAAS will take place 
in Vancouver, Canada.

The ERC will shortly participate in other events 
in the USA:
>  American Association for Cancer Research 

(AACR), 2-6 April, Orlando 

>   BIO international convention,  
27-30 June, Washington 

Transatlantic outreach: The ERC at AAAS 2011, Washington

http://www.aaas.org/meetings/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/rea
http://ec.europa.eu/research/rea
http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/
http://erc.europa.eu/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.display&topicID=583
http://convention.bio.org/Content.aspx?id=3108
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Research in the spotlight

What if the next generation 
of robots were to be inspired 
not by human beings, but by 
colonies of ants?  

Prof. Marco Dorigo, an ERC 
Advanced Grantee from the 
University Libre de Bruxelles, 
Belgium, started his research 
career in the field of artificial 

intelligence, observing how an entire colony of 
ants found collectively the shorter way to their 
destination. He is now taking this as an inspiration to 
devise “artificial ants”, a new kind of robots capable of 
“collaborating” to solve complex problems impossible 
to face for each of the units alone.

Swarm intelligence is the name of his research 
discipline that aims to understand and develop robots 
or software that behave like swarms of bees or ants 
colonies. Prof. Dorigo’s project Engineering Swarm 
Intelligence Systems (E-SWARM) will test how 
swarms of robots cooperate physically and logically. 

The objective is to devise large groups of robots 
that move and work together, having access to local 
information only, while none of them is in charge. 
Yet, these robots should meet their goals efficiently as 
ants do. Prof. Dorigo’s team will apply observations 

of the biology community and physicians’ theoretical 
models to improve the swarms.

This research can lead to the development of 
alternative technologies and systems with greater 
autonomy and self-sufficiency, for instance new 
software capable of cooperating to surfing the internet 
in search of information, or groups of autonomous 
robots ready to be deployed in a disaster zone or a 
dangerous environment to rescue people.

>> E-Swarm project facts

Other ERC-funded projects on swarm intelligence:

Chobotix, Prof. František Štepánek, Institute of 
Chemical Technology, Prague, Czech Republic
>> read more

COLLMOT Prof. Tamas Vicsek, Eötvös Loránd 
Tudományegyetem, Budapest, Hungary
>> read more

SWARM, Dr. Irene Giardina, Consiglio Nazionale 
Delle Ricerche, Roma, Italy
>> read more

For more striking ERC projects, click here

Are ants the future of robotics?

http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7_PROJ_EN&ACTION=D&DOC=1&CAT=PROJ&QUERY=012db823a79a:a427:4faf7e23&RCN=94377
http://erc.europa.eu/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.display&topicID=550
http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7_PROJ_EN&ACTION=D&DOC=1&CAT=PROJ&QUERY=012db8144d66:b6b7:5c7f2412&RCN=90063
http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7_PROJ_EN&ACTION=D&DOC=2&CAT=PROJ&QUERY=012db814aa74:a839:55a911bd&RCN=96739
http://erc.europa.eu/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.display&topicID=562
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Highlights - Did you miss this?

Advanced Grants:  
Over 260 senior top researchers selected

The ERC’s third Advanced Grants call awarded  
€590 million to 266 established top researchers.  

The grants, worth up to €3.5 million each, will allow 
them to pursue their innovative,  

‘blue sky’ research throughout Europe.  
Compared to the previous year, the number of 
applications rose (26%), as did the number of 

selected projects (in total 266,  
representing a 13% increase).   

To find out more click here

ERC Scientific Council:  
New members appointed
The Scientific Council, the scientific governing body 
of the ERC, welcomes seven new members appointed 
by the European Commission on mid-January.  
The renewed Scientific Council started its new term 
of office on 2 February.  Composed of  
22 distinguished scientists and scholars, of which 
a few Nobel Prize winners, it defines the funding 
strategy and methodologies of the ERC, acting on 
behalf of the European scientific community. 

To find out more click here

ERC task force to maximise potential  
of the ERC
A task force set up by the European Commission and 
chaired by the Director General of DG Research and 
Innovation, Robert-Jan Smits, is working to explore 
different options for the future of the ERC. The group 
is analysing possible governance options to guarantee 
the long term stability of the ERC structure within 
the European Research Area and in the context of the 
new Lisbon Treaty.   

To find out more click here

The ERC Scientific Council established 
gender equality plan

The ERC Scientific Council has established a gender 
equality plan. The plan has been concluded by the 

ERC gender balance working group,  
chaired by Prof. Teresa Lago.  

One of the main goals is to increase  
the number of female top researchers  

applying for ERC grants, by means  
of raising awareness. 

To find out more click here

http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/Press_release_AdG2010_results.pdf
http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/ERC_PR_Renewal_ScC.pdf
http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/looking_ahead.pdf
http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/ERC_ScC_PR_Gender_Equality_Plan.pdf
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Macroeconomics • Growth • Development • Business cycles • Microeconomics • Institutional economics • Econometrics • Statistical methods • Financial 
markets • Banking and corporate finance • Competitiveness • Innovation • Research and development • Consumer behaviour • Marketing • Organization 
studies • Strategy • Human resource management • Employment and earnings • Public administration • Public economics • Income distribution • 
Poverty • International trade • Economic geography • Social structure • Inequalities • Social mobility • Ageing • Work • Social policies • Kinship • Cultural 
dimensions of classification and cognition • Individual and social identity • Gender • Myth • ritual • Symbolic representations • Religious studies • 
Ethnography • Globalization • Migration • Interethnic • Relations • Transformation of societies • Democratization • Social movements • Political systems 
• Legitimacy of governance • Legal systems • Constitutions • Foundations of law • Private • Public and social law • Global and transnational governance 
• International law, human rights • Communication networks • media, information society • Social studies of science and technology • Policies • science 
and society • History of science and technology • Environment and sustainability • Environmental regulation and mediation • Social and industrial 
ecology • Geographical information systems • Cartography • Human and social geography • Spatial and regional planning • Population dynamics • 
Urbanization and urban planning • Cities • Mobility and transportation • Evolution of mind and cognitive functions • Animal communication • Human 
life-span development • Neuropsychology and cognitive psychology • Clinical and experimental psychology • Formal • Cognitive • Functional and 
computational linguistics • Typological • Historical and comparative linguistics • Acquisition and knowledge of language: Psycholinguistics • 
Neurolinguistics • Use of language: pragmatics, Sociolinguistics • Discourse analysis • Second language teaching and learning • language pathologies 
• Lexicography • Terminology • Philosophy • History of philosophy • Epistemology • Logic • Philosophy of science • Ethics and morality • Bioethics • 
Education • Principles • Typologies • Classics • History of literature • Literary theory and comparative literature • Literary styles • Textual philology and 
palaeography • Visual arts • Performing arts • Museums and exhibitions • Numismatics • Epigraphy • Music and musicology • History of music • History 
of art and architecture • Cultural studies • Cultural diversity • Cultural memory • Intangible cultural heritage • Archaeology • Archaeometry • Landscape 
archaeology • Prehistory • Protohistory • Ancient history • Ancient cultures • Medieval history • Modern and contemporary history • Colonial history • 
Entangled histories • Global history • Military history • Historiography • Theory and methods of history • History of ideas • Intellectual history • Social, 
economic cultural and political history • Memories • Identities • Lieux de mémoire • Oral history • Cultural heritage • Logic and foundations • Algebra • 
Number theory • Algebraic and complex geometry • Geometry • Topology • Lie groups • Lie algebras • Analysis • Operator algebras and functional 
analysis • ODE and dynamical systems • Partial differential equations • Mathematical physics • Probability and statistics • Combinatorics • Mathematical 
aspects of computer science • Numerical analysis and scientific computing • Control theory and optimization • Application of mathematics in sciences 
• Fundamental interactions and fields • Particle physics • Nuclear physics • Nuclear astrophysics • Gas and plasma physics • Electromagnetism • Atomic, 
molecular physics • Optics and quantum optics • Lasers and laser physics • Acoustics • Relativity • Classical physics • Thermodynamics • Non-linear 
physics • General physics • Metrology and measurement • Statistical physics (gases) • Structure of solids and liquids • Mechanical and acoustical 
properties of condensed matter • Thermal properties of condensed matter • Transport properties of condensed matter • Electronic properties of 
materials and transport • Lattice dynamics • Semiconductors • Superconductivity • Superfluids • Spintronics • Magnetism • Nanophysics: Nanoelectronics 
• Nanophotonics • Nanomagnetism • Mesoscopic physics • Molecular electronics • Soft condensed matter • Fluid dynamics • Statistical physics 
(condensed matter) • Phase transitions • Phase equilibria • Biophysics • Physical chemistry • Nanochemistry • Spectroscopic and spectrometric 
techniques • Molecular architecture and Structure • Surface science • Analytical chemistry • Chemical physics • Chemical instrumentation • 
Electrochemistry • Electrodialysis • Microfluidics • Combinatorial chemistry • Method development in chemistry • Catalysis • Physical chemistry of 
biological systems • Chemical reactions: mechanisms • dynamics • Kinetics and catalytic reactions • Theoretical and computational chemistry • 
Radiation chemistry • Nuclear chemistry • Photochemistry • Structural properties of materials • Solid state materials • Surface modification • Thin films 
• Corrosion • Porous materials • Ionic liquids • New materials: oxides • alloys, composite • Organic-inorganic hybrid • Superconductors • Materials for 
sensors • Nanomaterials • Nanoparticles • Nanotubes • Biomaterials synthesis • Intelligent materials – self assembled materials • Environment 
chemistry • Coordination chemistry • Colloid chemistry • Biological chemistry • Chemistry of condensed matter • Homogeneous and heterogeneous 
catalysis • Characterization methods of materials • Macromolecular chemistry • Polymer chemistry • Supramolecular chemistry • Organic chemistry • 
Molecular chemistry • Computer architecture • Database management • Formal methods • Graphics and image processing • Human computer 
interaction and interface • Informatics and information systems • Theoretical computer science including quantum information • Intelligent systems • 
Scientific computing • Modelling tools • Multimedia • Parallel and Distributed Computing • Speech recognition • Systems and software • Control 
engineering • Electrical and electronic engineering: semiconductors • Components • Systems • Simulation engineering and modelling • Systems 
engineering • Sensorics • Actorics • Automation • Micro- and nanoelectronics • Optoelectronics • Communication technology • High-frequency 
technology • Signal processing • Networks • Man-machine-interfaces • Robotics • Aerospace engineering • Chemical engineering • Technical chemistry 
• Civil engineering • Maritime/hydraulic engineering • Geotechnics • Waste treatment • Computational engineering • Fluid mechanics • Hydraulic • Turbo 
and piston engines • Energy systems (production, distribution, application) • Micro(system) engineering • Mechanical and manufacturing engineering 
(shaping, mounting, joining, separation) • Materials engineering • Biomaterials • Polymers • Composites • Production technology • process engineering 
• Product design • Ergonomics • Man-machine interfaces • Lightweight construction • textile technology • Industrial bioengineering • Industrial biofuel 
production • Solar and interplanetary physics • Planetary systems sciences • Interstellar medium • Formation of stars and planets • Astrobiology • Stars 
and stellar systems • The Galaxy • Formation and evolution of galaxies • Clusters of galaxies and large scale structures • High energy and particles 
astronomy – X-rays • Cosmic rays • Gamma rays • Neutrinos • Relativistic astrophysics • Dark matter • Dark energy • Gravitational astronomy • 
Cosmology • Space Sciences • Very large data bases: archiving • Handling and analysis • Instrumentation - telescopes • detectors and techniques • 
Solar planetology • Atmospheric chemistry • Atmospheric composition • Air pollution • Meteorology • Atmospheric physics and dynamics • Climatology 
and climate change • Terrestrial ecology • Land cover change • Geology, • tectonics • volcanology • Paleoclimatology • paleoecology • Physics of earth’s 
interior • Seismology • volcanology • Oceanography • Biogeochemistry • Biogeochemical cycles • Environmental chemistry • Mineralogy • Petrology • 
Igneous petrology • Metamorphic petrology • Geochemistry • Crystal chemistry • Isotope geochemistry • Thermodynamics • Sedimentology • Soil 
science • Palaeontology • Earth evolution • Physical geography • Earth observations from space/remote sensing • Geomagnetism • Paleomagnetism • 
Ozone • Upper atmosphere • Ionosphere • Hydrology • Water and soil pollution • Molecular biology and interactions • General biochemistry and 
metabolism • DNA biosynthesis • Modification • Repair and degradation • RNA synthesis • processing • Modification and degradation • Protein 
synthesis • Modification and turnover • Biophysics • Structural biology (crystallography, NMR, EM) • Biochemistry of signal transduction • Genomics • 
Comparative genomics • Functional genomics • Transcriptomics • Proteomics • Metabolomics • Glycomics • Molecular genetics • Reverse genetics and 
RNAi • Quantitative genetics • Epigenetics and gene regulation • Genetic epidemiology • Bioinformatics • Computational biology • Biostatistics • 
Systems biology • Biological systems analysis • Modelling and simulation • Morphology and functional imaging of cells • Cell biology and molecular 
transport mechanisms • Cell cycle and division • Apoptosis • Cell differentiation, • physiology and dynamics • Organelle biology • Cell signalling and 
cellular interactions • Signal transduction • Development • developmental genetics • Pattern formation and embryology in animals • Development • 
Developmental genetics • Pattern formation and embryology in plants • Cell genetics • Stem cell biology • Organ physiology • Comparative physiology 
• Endocrinology • Ageing • Metabolism • biological basis of metabolism related disorders • Cancer and its biological basis • Cardiovascular diseases • 
Non-communicable diseases • Neuroanatomy and neurosurgery • Neurophysiology • Neurochemistry and neuropharmacology • Sensory systems 
(visual system, auditory system) • Mechanisms of pain • Developmental neurobiology • Cognition (learning, memory, emotions, speech) • Behavioral 
neuroscience (sleep, consciousness, handedness) • Systems neuroscience • Neuroimaging and computational neuroscience • Neurological disorders 
(Alzheimer’s disease • Huntington’s disease • Parkinson’s disease) • Psychiatric disorders (schizophrenia • autism • Tourette’s syndrome • Compulsive 
disorder • Depression • Bipolar disorder • Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder • Innate immunity • Adaptive immunity • Phagocytosis and cellular 

The ERC is established and funded through the 
EU’s 7th Research Framework Programme

Editorial Board:   
Massimo Gaudina, Madeleine Drielsma, Noélie Auvergne, Samantha Christey, Carla Palmieri

Thanks to:   
Dr. Ramesh Pillai, Prof. Marco Dorigo, Laura Pontiggia, Lara Vilela, Jaume Gosalbez, Maria Sanchez

For comments: 
erc-info@ec.europa.eu

European Research Council Executive Agency
16 Place Charles Rogier

BE-1210 Brussels
Belgium

ideas is a quarterly electronic newsletter published by the European Research Council. 

The newsletter is available in English. Subscription is free. You can subscribe online by clicking here.

Next issue: June 2011

ERC National Contact Point in your country, click here.

To receive ERC News Alerts, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Newsletter, click here.

BRINGING GREAT IDEAS TO LIFE
http://erc.europa.eu
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