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New chapter
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TeraERC
Chip-based room-temperature terahertz frequency 
comb spectrometers (1 500 000 EUR).



Career planning
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My career path (2015 – 2021)



I did it my way…
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How to write an ERC proposal?
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Pro tip: Start with the presentation. Try do put everything on 5 slides!
Also: find your mentor and participate in online ERC workshops



And then…
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Multidimensional problem – preparing the presentation
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Short introduction

Why important?

Where is the 
breakthrough?

What am I bringing 
as novelty?



Distilling information
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Short introduction

Why important?

Where is the 
breakthrough?

What am I bringing 
as novelty?

Why me? Why 
now? Why Poland?



Style trick
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Reference to 
literature



Own brand – work on your website
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It is not enough! It is the idea that counts!
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Humility and 
professionalism



Hints
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Modesty

Invite an 
aggressive panelist

Roast (grill) as a 
form of training

Time! Short 
answers to more 

questions.



Practice, practice, practice…
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177/18/2025

Please wait…
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Version 1 – 5 minutes?
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Final version
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If we succeed
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Log in to find out the evaluation results…



Summary

►Brilliant idea and clear objectives. „Easy reading results from good writing”

►Support from national contact points and local university

► Let others criticize your idea

►Contribute actively to the community. Build your reputation.





lukasz.sterczewski@pwr.edu.pl
teraerc.eu

mailto:lukasz.sterczewski@pwr.edu.pl
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