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My Research Path

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, 

GA 854503 

• My first ERC application

(by chance, I was invited to join)

It turned into a journey of 
discovery, teamwork, and 
learning

• My advice: Embrace the 
chances

• 2016 – 2018 - “Courage. (Cultural Opposition – Understanding the Cultural Heritage 
of Dissent in the Former Socialist Countries)“, funded by Horizon 2020, Grant 
agreement No: 692919

• 2016 – 2018 - „Uses of the Past. Central And Eastern European Perspectives.“ 
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum – BAS and 
the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology at the Polish Academy of Sciences. 

• 2010 – 2014 - “Visualizing Family, Gender Relations, and the Body. The Balkans 
approx. 1860-1950“, funded by Austrian Science Fund (FWF) Project - P22104-G18. 
University of Graz, Centre for Southeast European History and Anthropology. 

• 2009 – 2014 - “Mobility and Identity: Historical, Cultural and Linguistic Dimensions of 
Labor Migration in the Balkans.” Institute for Ethnology and Folklore Studies with 
Ethnographic Museum– Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Serbian Academy of 
Sciences and Art.

• 2009 – 2011 - “Mobility and Identity: Historical, Cultural and Linguistic Dimensions of 
Labor Migration in the Balkans.” Institute for Ethnology and Folklore Studies with 
Ethnographic Museum – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Institute for 
Southeast European Research – Romanian Academy of Sciences. 

• 2004 – 2005 - “Family in Communist Bulgaria”, funded by Austrian Science Fund 
(FWF) P-14833, University of Graz, Centre for Southeast European History and 
Anthropology. 

• 2001 – 2003 - “Reflexive Historical Anthropology” – in collaboration with the Institute 
for Interdisciplinary Research and Education, Universities of Vienna, Klagenfurt, 
Innsbruck and Graz. 

• 1998-2001 – Migration and Family. Family Research and Policy. Individual grant, 
University of Vienna

• 1997-1998- Bulgarian-Austrian project "Family and Kinship in Bulgaria". EIM - BAS, 
Sofia University "St. Institute of Sociology - BAS, University of Vienna, University of 
Graz. Funded by University of Vienna, University of Graz. 
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Choosing a Host Institution 

Scientific environment

Administrative and 
accounting capacities

A strong host is the 
backbone of your research

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020 

GA 854503 

BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies 

with Ethnographic Museum
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Synergy Grant
Partner(s) are the Core

• Volker Hess, Institute of History of Medicine 
and Ethics in Medicine, Charité Medical 
School 

• Judit Sandor, Faculty of Political Science, 
Legal Studies and Gender Studies of the 
Central European University 

• Ulf Schmidt, German History, University of 
Hamburg

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, 

GA 854503 
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Synergy Grant
Interdisciplinarity

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, 

GA 854503 

• Interdisciplinarity – not a 
strict requirement

• But an advantage 
(especially in the 
humanities and social 
sciences) 

https://leviathan-europe.eu/
https://leviathan-europe.eu/


Research Idea

• Choose a research 
idea you are 
genuinely excited 
about

• Making that 
excitement evident, it 
becomes ‘contagious’
to others

Beyond the East-West 
Divide

• A history of Europe with 
health as the common 
good

• Medicine as analytical lens

• Multidisciplinary approach:

➢ Integrating economics, 
politics, ideology and 
everyday life

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, GA 

854503 

https://www.vecteezy.com/free-
vector/caduceus">Caduceus 
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Importance of the Budget

• How much personnel 
can you cover

• What resources are 
necessary

• European Commission’s financial 
rules and Horizon 2020/Horizon 
Europe framework

• National legislation

• Institutional regulations of the HI

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, 

GA 854503 
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Preparing the Proposal

• Consider the evaluators, 
both within and outside 
your specific discipline:  
accessible, engaging, 
and compelling text 

• Pre-empt and address 
potential questions or 
doubts

• Mock interview

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, GA 

854503 

https://clarusway.com/benefits-of-mock-interview-and-how-to-

prepare/?srsltid=AfmBOooTFWz48laF8Gn8vxqZ8rJsVLV9YPhjAm2RvcxfhX

0RpA72IChb
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Plan Your Time
Prepare Carefully

• The preparation process 
–around 6-7 months in 
our case (but not work on 
the proposal 24/7;-) 

• Practice the interview in 
advance

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, GA 
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Preparation of a Proposal

HIGH GAIN – NO RISK

• Enjoy the process of 
thinking and preparing a 
ERC proposal 

• It is a journey only of high 
gain – of knowledge, of 
experiences, of networks

• Be yourself, 

 have confidence   
in yourself 

• “Don’t Worry, be 
Happy”☺

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 

2020, GA 854503 
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Thank you all!

     

     
anelia.kasabova@iefem.bas.bg

ERC Synergy Grant Project Leviathan, Horizon 2020, 

GA 854503 

THANK YOU, ERC!
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